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Intro to Shaun



Shaun Inman graduated from 

Savannah College of Art and Design  

in 2001.  In his senior year he took 

two Web Design courses, which he 

explains as “were refresher courses 

touching on what I had already 

taught myself over the summer.”  

Shaun Took an independent study 

the following spring semester 

studying Flash 5 Actionscripting and 

PHP. He reported his work to Profes-

sor Dave Bedingfield, whom he still 

reports to today at Silverpoint Inc

in Maryland.

Background
Knowing that Shaun is a computer 

savvy designer; I figured emailing 

him some questions would be 

a good idea. Since most of the 

questions about his personal life 

had been answered in interviews 

on the internet, I thought of some 

far more interesting questions. The 

questions went as follows.

What kind of setup do you work on? 

e.g. # of computers, screens, os’s,

desk layout...

What do you listen too while

you work?

Most useful book?

Interaction
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Within one day of sending an e-mail 

to Shaun, a reply was received. 

Shaun replied with a nice hefty 

response to each of the questions.

The Reply
Hi Randy,
Thanks for taking an interest in my work. Let’s see if I can’t help
you out here:
> What kind of setup do you work on? e.g. # of computers, screens, os’s,
> desk layout..
I use Apple computers for pretty much everything I do. My main
machine is a first generation G5 (single 1.8GHz with 2.5GB of RAM)
running the latest version of OS X. I have two 17” Apple LCDs with
screen spanning enabled. I usually have the following applications
running:
- Photoshop CS
- BBEdit
- TextMate
- MAMP
- PHPfi
- iTunes
- Mail
- Safari (primary browser)
- Firefox (for debugging CSS and JavaScript)
- Remote Desktop Connection (allows me to access the desktop of a
bargain PC in the closet running XP for testing)
For travel I use a 14” iBook with 1.5GB (or so) of RAM.
In my home office I have two simple Ikea desks against a wall. One
side is for monitors, my iSight, iPod dock, and Bose speakers volume
control. The other desk has a scanner and some loose paper (incomming
mail and outgoing bills). I have two bookshelfs on either side of the
room. One with casual reading, Wired back issues and a bunch of

digital media. The other has a number of the expected web standards
and O’Reilly books. A trusty Yamaha acoustic guitar is always within
arms reach. 
> What do you listen too when you work?
My musical preferences vary from time of day to type of work I’m
doing but they generally include:
- Mum (an Icelandic band)
- Transient (the artist not the genre)
- Verve Remixed (the label not the band)
- DJ Shadow (Endtroducing still holds up ten years later)
- Boards of Canada
- Radiohead (Kid A period mostly)
- Telefon Tel Aviv
- Aphex Twin (Windowlicker is a frequent play)
- Modest Mouse
- Postal Service/Deathcab for Cutie
- Self (Breakfast with Girls is probably the most under appreciated
pop masterpiece of the late 90’s)
- The Decemberists
- Soul Coughin/Mike Doughty
- Coldplay
- Iron & Wine
- Dave Matthews Band (I still try to keep up with them but they kind
of lost me after Everyday)
- etc.

continued...
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> Most useful book?
Dynamic HTML: The Definitive Reference by Danny Goodman (O’Reilly).
It’s a massive tome spanning a broad range of topics including HTML
tags, CSS and JavaScript. It does a thorough job covering the
available attributes, properties and methods of each the respective
technologies.
> I have most of the information about you in links provided in your
> about me page...
Check out the Interview section of this post for some newer podcast
interviews while I was at SXSW this year:
http://www.shauninman.com/plete/2006/03/sxsw-breakfast-with-the-blogroll
Hope you find this helpful. Best of luck on your project.

Cheers,
Shaun

Shaun seems like a pretty cool guy.  

After receiving this reply I had one 

more question to ask, but that comes 

later in chapter 3.  

Conclusion

Life of the party, created during 

Shaun’s junior year at SCAD.
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Personal Progress



“
“

Si5 starts off with a splash page 

that opens a small dimensioned 

web box ... which is basically 

an annoying pop up. This pop up 

style was trendy in the early 2000’s. 

This site is very simple. The simplic-

ity allows it to be visual heavy and 

interesting. His palette is #00000 

#F61820 with a grey gradient. 

The opening page is a simple web 

log. Other internal links are his work 

and sites he likes. The large image 

to the left changes on demand via 

link click. His portfolio is yet another 

popup window from the current 

popup.

i’m working on a redesign 
that will rid me of this an-
noying pop-up window

Si5.shauninman.com
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Getting better. Si6 is still a very 

small web log. The structure and 

feel is very similar to Si5. The col-

umn width is almost the same, less 

imagery but still busy visually.  

Use of shadows, fades, and gra-

dients is heavy . Shaun eliminates 

black text and jumps into the grays. 

Pinkish headers and links add nice 

balance and contrast. 

No more splash page reduces 

user frustration.  Si6 is far greater 

success from Si5 ...the beginning 

of subtle shades and gradients has 

begun.

Si6.shauninman.com“
“Anybody else tired of this 

site yet? Good thing I built 
that visual pun into the 
concept of REDesign coz 
it’s been a while…
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Si6.shauninman.com



His grey and whites are at work, 

this site reflects the new design go-

ing on with apple (with everything 

they make). Subtle faces of grey 

playing off white borders. There is 

no black in his design.

This is my favorite design, it is 

straight forward and simple to 

navigate. In this version you can find 

things fast. The updated to Si8 feels 

confusing in contrast to Si7.

When you enter the site there is a 

nice scroll down bar which is imple-

mented in CSS and can only be seen 

in action in Firefox and Safari. Since 

internet explorer does not render 

transparent .png files, the site is 

coded to internet explorer users 

from his search and designologues 

(seen immediate right).

Si7.shauninman.com
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Like his past redesigns, 8.0 is very 

grey, not striking much emotion. 

He relies heavily on a three color 

palette of #666666 #B2B2B2 and 

#9B4D4D (the reddish pink skin tone 

from Si6 which now matches his 

self portrait on the front page)

Si8 is typography on a page.  Very 

little imagery is a refreshing at-

tribute on the web.                            

                           

Shauninman.com/plete
The gradients, shadows, and fades 

have all gone away.  Shaun uses 

different weights of grey to avoid 

a flat page. 

Si8 includes a nifty search bar 

(above). The bar bounces form the 

top of the page and reveals an 

involved search page.             
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Selected Works



Like he has done in his personal 

sites, Shaun pushes the limits 

of CSS.  This is Cereal is written 

for advanced browsers. Hence users 

browsing with Internet Explorer 6.0 

cannot use nor see the drop down 

box that Shaun created, instead 

they see a typical static page. 

This is Cereal is a fun page that is 

typographically nice for the web.  

Most of Shaun’s sites are strict and 

not nearly as fun as this design, 

it’s refreshing.

Shaun explores the wonders 
of CSS2, which is not supported
by Microsoft browsers.

This is Cereal
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Shaun’s page style (above) reflects  
Willi Kun’s architectural design.
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SI6
Si6 was the first design I witnessed 

by Shaun. The design is very different 

from a typical web page.  I wasn’t sure 

why this site was so different from most 

sites I’ve looked at. Then I discovered 

it had something to do with typography 

not just design and image.  

Shaun’s Si6 submission to CSS Zen 

Garden made me realize how important 

typography is on the web. Ultimately, 

in the end it’s all about the content. 
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